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Intro to the theory
Why do we care about values?



- Society/Individuals change

- Similar structure across cultures

Source: https://www.wbcsd.org/Programs/People-and-Society

Source: 
https://www.unitedwayoc.org/events/cultures-united/



- Theory of basic individual values 
(Schwartz, 1992)

● Divides value space 
into 10 values



- Refined theory of basic values 
(Schwartz, 2017)



- But why a circle and why structured like it 
is?

● Circular motivational continuum

● Closer -> more similar
o e.g. Conformity, Security

● Further -> more opposite
o e.g. Benevolence, Power



Examples

You bought a new dress for that special party, but just to show 
how wealthy you are.

U. (n.d.). Fashion Dress Pictures | Download Free Images on. Unsplash. Retrieved May 11, 2022, from https://unsplash.com/s/photos/fashion-dressresearchgate. (n.d.). Kennisgeving voor omleiding. Retrieved May 12, 2022, from https://www.researchgate.net/figure/Circular-motivational-continuum-of-19-values-in-the-refined-value-theory-Source_fig1_265865467



Timely topics & media examples

Source: 
https://www.vpro.nl/argos/media/luister/argos-radio/onderwerpen/2022/Uithuisplaatsingen-komen-ze-weer-terug-.html



Timely topics & media examples

Source: https://deadline.com/2022/05/johnny-depp-trial-motion-to-stike-amber-heard-defense-
virginia-defamation-1235014328/



Critiques 

● Personal scale 
● Bias?
● Assumptions
● Method



Own opinion

● Useful
o cross-cultural

● Many values
● Hard to categorize
● Face
● Value names
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